
URGENCY OF NEED FOR SERVICES 

On April 1, 1999, the Department initiated a change in collecting data to better determine how 
soon an individual requesting waivered services, would actually need or want those services. 
This data is collected during the completion of the Developmental Disability (DD) Screening 
Document. The DD Screening Document serves as documentation of eligibility and establishes 
the authorization of Medical Assistance payments for ICFs/MR, waiver, and nursing facilities. 
The document also serves as a summary of the Individual Service Plan (ISP). 

Since the change in data collection, the Department has been receiving information on the 
urgency of an individual's need for waivered services . This data is compiled after the case 
manager and individual or their legal representative, have discussed their needs and support 
systems. It does not reflect the perceived wait for waivered services or the anticipation of future 
waiver allocations. The following table includes statewide information which has been collected 
since April 1, 1999. Information about the urgency of need by age group can be found in 
Attachment E; county specific information can be found in Attachment F. 


